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National Seminar on “Helicopter Operations (Off & Onshore)
Trends in Safety Management held 

on 23 May 2011 at Hotel 'The Club', Mumbai

Capt Uday Gelli, President RWSI (Western Region) and CEO, Heligo Charters; AVM (Retd) K Sridharan VM (G), President RWSI; Shri. Sitaram 
Yechury, Member of Parliament Rajya Sabha & Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Transport, Tourism and Culture; Shri. RK Tyagi CMD 
PHHL; Mr. AK Jain, Executive Director ONGC; Sri. RK Khanna, DDG, DGCA.

A National Seminar on “Helicopter Operations (Off& Onshore)-
Trends in Safety Management” was held on 23 May 2011 at Hotel
‘The Club’, Mumbai. The prime object of the seminar was to provide
a forum to operators, users, manufacturers, Govt. agencies and
professionals to interact, share and exchange the latest information on
safety issues concerning Helicopter Operations in the country with a
view to find solutions to arrest the accident rate to civil helicopters.
The focus was on safety of helicopter operations onshore & offshore.
The seminar witnessed the presence of a number of important people
which included the chief Guest Shri Sitaram Yechury, Member of
Parliament Rajya Sabha & Chairman, Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Transport, Tourism and Culture. The other participants
included Sri RK Khanna, DDG, DGCA, Mr Mukesh Dangi GMATM,
AAI Shri RK Tyagi CMD PHHL, Mr. AK Jain Executive Director
ONGC andAVM K Sridharn President RWSI and other distinguished
invitees.
In his welcome address Capt Uday Gelli stressed the need to enhance
safety in helicopter operations particularly off the eastern coast of
India. He emphasized that despite work and legislation jointly
developed by DGCA and ONGC, many safety practices are yet to be
institutionalized. These included inspection of helidecks by an
independent agency such as RWSI, giving adequate time for
maintenance of helicopters and even enhancing commercial rates for
operating helicopters in the oil industry at par with those prevailing
internationally. The key note address was delivered byAVM (Retd) K
Sridharan VM (G), President RWSI. The presentation covered global
& Indian helicopter safety performances, profile of the civil fleet in
India, accident analysis of civil helicopters since 1990, findings of the
analysis and recommendations followed by action taken. Lastly he
covered the guidelines suggested by the International Helicopter
Safety team (IHST) for evolving and implementing mitigation
strategies. The analysis of accidents revealed that majority of
accidents was due to violation of SOPs, pilot judgment error and
weather factors. Therefore appropriate safety measures included

implementation of SMS to change
the culture, improving quality of
training to pilots and AMEs and
encourage use of advanced systems
and equipment which enhanced
safety in operations
Mr. AK Jain Executive Director
ONGC who spoke next stressed that
the growth of helicopters in the offshore role was linked to the price of
oil and gas being realistic and therefore as per market rates. There after
he outlined the steps ONGC had taken to enhance safety in helicopter
operations though this had there by increased the costs of operation for
ONGC. He affirmed that ONGC was with RWSI and DGCA in
maintaining the required safety standards. His address was followed
Shri RK Tyagi CMD. He also acknowledged the efforts of ONGC to 
evolve safety standards and timely action by RWSI to enable SMS
programs and undertaking third party audits. He also pointed out
some short comings including lack of Govt sponsorship for medical
services, no coordination in implementation of SAR and absence of
night flying facilities from Juhu, the busiest helibase in India etc
Thereafter Mr. RK Khanna Deputy Director General, DGCA
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Russian Helicopters to be 
Assembled in India

The Readers may 
recall that Govt of 
India, MOD 
launched the biggest 
tender in 2008-09 
for light helicopters 
to be used in high-
altitude mountain 
areas. This envisages 
supplying the Indian 
Air Force with 197 helicopters worth $2 bn. In this 
tender Kamov’s Ka-226Ts are competing against the 
AS-550 from Eurocopter, as well as the A-109 and A-
119 from AugustaWestland. In another tender, for 22 
assault helicopters valued at $1.4 bn, the Russian-made 
Mi-28NE is bidding against the American AH-64D
Apache Longbow Block III. Finally, a $700 mn contract 
for 15 heavy cargo helicopters is up in the air between 
the Mi-26T2 and the CH-47F Chinook from the US 
competing for it. The outcome of the competition is 
expect to be announced by the year end.

It is gathered that the Russian Helicopter company 
JSC, a subsdiary of United Industrial Corporation 
Oboronprom, is offering local production in order to 
win the race for three Indian tenders worth $4 bn for 
light choppers, cargo carriers, and assault helicopters 
for the Indian Air Force. This move is considered 
unprecedented in Russia’s history. Not only will the 
final assembly be done in India but the Company will 
enter other markets from the Indian market base. The
Russian Helicopter Company, JSC is responsible for the 
design and manufacturing of all helicopters in Russia.•

India Certifies First Dhruv 
Simulator
India's Directorate General Civil Aviation has recently
certified the first simulator for the HindustanAeronautics
Ltd. (HAL) Dhruv helicopter. Located in Bangalore, the
simulator is operated by the HelicopterAcademy to Train
by Simulation of Flying (HATSOFF), a joint venture
between HAL and American simulator developer CAE.
As per HAL the simulator has received level D
certification, the highest possible. It will be used for the
indigenously developed HAL Dhruv helicopter. Thus it
will enable civil operators of the Dhruv to undertake
simulation-based training that will undoubtedly prove to 
be a safe and cost-effective method for training Dhruv
helicopter aircrews.

The civil/conventional Dhruv simulator cockpit can
be rolled in and out of a full mission simulator.This allows
cockpits of different helicopter types to share the
simulator. The other cockpit available at HATSOFF is for
the Bell 412.

In 2012 the training centre plans to add cockpits for
the Indian Army/Air Force variant of the Dhruv and the
Eurocopter Dauphin. Then it will enable IndianArmy/Air
Force crews also to train on it.•

Hindustan Aeronautics Light 
Combat Helicopter to come out 
with its third prototype
It is learnt that 
Hindustan
Aeronautics' Light 
Combat Helicopter 
programme will soon 
come out with its third 
prototype after 
incorporating a host of 
design and production improvements. This is less than a 
year after the much-anticipated helicopter had to abort 
its flying display at the country's premier air show, Aero
India 2011as it revealed some deviation from the 
intended parameters. 

The first two prototypes of the helicopter gunship, 
which have  been designed, developed and 
manufactured by state-owned defence undertaking 
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd, will be undergoing their 
sea-level trials by the end of the year, and an improved 
version is expected to take to the skies early next 
year.The third prototype will be made after some more 
flying of the first two, which are currently undergoing
improvements prior to taking to the air.•

HAL plans Rs.4,000 crore
Aircraft Project
As per recent press reports, Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd
(HAL) has shortlisted Gujarat for setting up a Rs 4,000
crore unit for design, development, manufacture, repair
and overhaul of aircraft, aero engines and helicopters.

In this connection, senior officials of HAL have met the
principal secretary, industries, Govt of Gujarat and
discussed minor details of the project. It is further learnt
that State Government Officials have offered two
different locations to the HAL team - Dholera, where a
special investment region (SIR) is being set up in
Ahmedabad district, andVadnagar in north Gujarat.•



Wg CdrSanjay MittalYSM,VM (Retd)
During the 9th Annual General Meeting of the Rotary Wing Society of India held on 22nd May 2011 at 1800 hrs at
HotelAjanta, Juhu Tara Road, Mumbai 400 054, Capt Sanjay Mittal was unanimously chosen to take over Secretary
RWSI (Western Region).The post is an honorary assignment and was held by Gp Capt KNG Nair,VM (G) Retd.
Capt Sanjay Mittal is an ex IndianAir Force officer. He has flown the Mi 17, Mi 8, Chetak and Cheetah helicopters in
the IAF. An A2, Qualified Flying Instructor with vast instructional and operational experience on both rotary and
fixed wing aircraft, Capt Sanjay Mittal, while in the IAF was awarded theYudh Seva Medal andVayu Sena Medal for
distinguished service. Since his retirement from the IAF in June 2005, Capt Sanjay Mittal has been employed in the
offshore sector. He has flown extensively on the Western and Eastern coast of peninsular India in support of Oil and
Gas companies. Presently employed as Chief Pilot, United Helicharters Pvt Limited, Capt Mittal has over 7500hrs of
accident and incident free flying on helicopters and fixed wing aircraft to his credit.
As a Life Member of RWSI, he has made significant contribution to RWSI activities including Safety Audit,
conducting SplVFR & RecurrentTraining classes in Mumbai and Delhi over the last few years.
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Lt Gen BS PawarPVSMAVSM (Retd)
During the 9th Annual General Meeting of the Rotary Wing Society of India held on 22nd May 2011 at 1800 hrs at
HotelAjanta, Juhu Tara Road, Mumbai 400 054, Lt Gen BS Pawar PVSMAVSM (Retd) was unanimously chosen to
take over President RWSI (Northern Region).The post is an honorary assignment and was held by Wg Cdr BS Singh
DeoVM. Who has now assumed charge asVice President RWSI.
BS Pawar is a an alumnus of Defense Services Staff College and National Defense College. The General officer has
served for 40 years plus in the IndianArmy. He is a keen aviator and has spent 17 years of his career in aviation related
assignments, with 4000 hours of flying experience to his credit. He has flown extensively in all areas of East and
North East as well as J&K including Siachen. The officer is also a Qualified Flying Instructor and was head of the
Army Aviation Corps from April 2004 to July 2006. The first ALH (Dhruv) unit was inducted and operationalized 
during this period and the first Cheetah simulator was installed at CombatAviation Training School at Nasik. Before
retirement the General Officer was Commandant School of Artillery where he was instrumental in pushing the
training and operationlisation of UAVs in theArmy. For his dedication and distinguished service he was awarded the
PVSM. Earlier he was also awardedAVSM.
General is into freelance writing on aviation and other strategic and defense related issues which are published in

leading defense journals. He is a Life Member of RWSI .

addressed the gathering. He affirmed that DGCA was doing its best to make appropriate regulations especially in view of the current spate of
accidents. In this regard he mentioned the audit of PHHL. He also talked about the day to day work of DGCAin undertaking surveillance of various
activities relating to air operations, audit of operators and so on despite the shortage of staff. He emphasized that he was not making the shortage of
staff an excuse. He reiterated that DGCAwill organize a meeting withAAI and the operators at Juhu to sort out the problems there.
Thereafter Shri SitaramYechury, Member of Parliament Rajya Sabha & Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Transport, Tourism and
Culture shared his views with the audience. Right at the outset he confessed that lack of implementation of the earlier recommendations was the
bane of the way the system functioned. Having heard the earlier speakers, he was of the view that the human errors in accidents meant that there
were system failures and issues which needed to be addressed. Keeping in mind that there have been three helicopter accidents in 30 days, it was a
matter of concern as to what the reasons are and who is to be made accountable.Asystem which tolerates departure or violations of rules needed to
be looked into. He was also mindful of the shortage of staff in DGCAto the tune of 70% vacancies. He also questioned the wisdom of combining the
role of regulator and investigator in one organization when even the investigation agency for accidents in Indian Railways was not under the
purview of the Ministry of Railways. Finally he exhorted following up the guidelines recommended by the International Helicopter Safety Team
to enhance safety in helicopter operations. He also felt the need of such seminars in order to put pressure on the Govt to bring about the remedial
changes. Finally he appealed to one and all for a collective effort to put appropriate systems in place. The Inaugural Session came to a close by a
vote of thanks fromWg Cdr (Retd) Sanjay MittalYSM,VM, Governing Council Member, RWSI.

Vice Chief ofAirStaffAirMarshal NAK Browne will be the next Chief ofAir Staff on the retirement of presentAir
Chief Air Chief Marshal PVNaik on July 31, 2011.
An alumnus of NDA,Air Marshal NAK Browne was commissioned into the Fighter stream of IndianAir Force on 24
June 1972. With about 3100 hours of flying to his credit, he has had a varied operational experience that included 
flying Hunters, all variants of MiG-21s, Jaguars and SU-30s. He is a Fighter Combat Leader, who has also served as
an instructor atTACDE - a premiere flying establishment of the IAF and DSSC,Wellington.
A graduate of the Air Command and Staff College, Albama, USA, he had trained with the Royal Air Force (RAF) in
the United Kingdom, on Jaguar aircraft and commanded a Jaguar Squadron. He has held various operational and staff
appointments that include Air War Strategy Cell at Air HQs, COO and AOC of a SU-30 base, Air-I at Western Air
Command andACAS (Intelligence) atAir HQs.
He established the Indian Defence Wing in Tel Aviv, Israel in April 1997 and served as the Defence Attache till July
2000. From March 2007 to 31 May 2009 he was as the Deputy Chief of theAir Staff atAir HQs and was responsible
for lAF's major Modernization Programmes. Before taking over as the VCAS atAir HQs on 01 January 2011, he was
the AOC-in-C of WAC, lAF's most vital operational Command. Under his command and personal supervision, the

first ever landing of anAN-32 (fixed wing aircraft) took place at Nyoma, advance Landing Ground (ALG), located at an altitude of 13,300 feet on
18 September 2009.
He has been awarded PVSM,AVSM &Vayu Sena Medal
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